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1289L.04C
AN ACT
To repea sections 139.031, 140.010 and-140.730,' RSMo 2000, and-to enact in lieu thereof three new
sections relating to property taxes.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Sections 139.031, 140.010 and 140.730, RSMo 2000, are repea ed and three new
sections enacted in lieu thereof, to be known as sections 139.031, 140.010 and 140.730, to read as
follows

139.031. 1. Any taxpayer may protest al-or any part of any taxes assessed againgt [him| such
taxpayer, except taxes collected by the director of revenue of Missouri. Any such taxpayer desiring to
pay any taxes under protest shdl, at thetimeof paying such taxes, filewith the collector awritten statement
setting forth the grounds on which [his] such taxpayer's protest isbased. The statement shal includethe
true value in money claimed by the taxpayer if disputed.

2. Upon receiving payment of taxes under protest pursuant to subsection 1 of this section or upon
receiving notice of an appeal pursuant to section 138.430, RSMo, the collector shall disburseto the proper
officid al portions of taxes not disputed by the taxpayer and shal impound in aseparate fund dl portions
of such taxes which are in dispute. Except as provided in subsection 3 of this section, every taxpayer
protesting the payment of taxes shdl, within ninety days after filing [his] such taxpayer's protest,
commence an action againgt the collector by filing a petition for the recovery of the amount protested inthe
arcuit court of the county inwhich the collector maintains[hisan office. If any taxpayer so protesting [hig]
such taxpayer's taxes shdl fail to commence an action in the circuit court for the recovery of the taxes
protested within the time prescribed in this subsection, such protest shall become null and void and of no
effect, and the collector shdl then disburse to the proper officid the taxes impounded, and any interest
earned thereon, as provided above in this subsection.

3. No action againg the collector shall be commenced by any taxpayer who has, for thetax year
in issug, filed with the gtate tax commission a timely and proper apped of the protested taxes. Such
taxpayer shdl notify the collector of the apped in the written statement required by subsection 1 of this
section. The taxes S0 protested shal be impounded in a separate fund and the commission may order al
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or any part of such taxes refunded to the taxpayer, or may authorize the collector to release and disburse
al or any part of such taxesin its decison and order issued pursuant to chapter 138, RSMo.

4. Trid of the action in the circuit court shdl be in the manner prescribed for nonjury civil
proceedings, and, after determination of the issues, the court shall make such orders as may be just and
equitable to refund to thetaxpayer dl or any part of thetaxes paid under protest, together with any interest
earned thereon, or to authorize the collector to release and disbursedl or any part of theimpounded taxes,
and any interest earned thereon, to the gppropriate officids of the taxing authorities. Either party to the
proceedings may apped the determination of the circuit court.

5. All the county collectors of taxes, and the collector of taxesin any city not within acounty, shall,
upon written application of a taxpayer, refund any red or tangible persona property tax mistakenly or
erroneoudy paid in whole or in part to the collector, or.shdl credit againgt the taxpayer'stax liability inthe
following taxable year and subsequent consecutive taxable year s until the taxpayer has received
credit in full for any [real or personal property] tax mistakenly or erroneoudy levied againg the taxpayer
and collected in whole or in“part by the collector, or, if the taxpayer has no tax liability to such
collector in the immediately following taxable year, refund any balance remaining on tax
mistakenly or erroneoudy paid in whole or in part to the collector. Such application shdl be filed
within one year for personal property taxes and three yearsfor real property taxes after thetax is
mistakenly or erroneoudly paid. [The governing body, or other gppropriate body or officid of the county
or city not within acounty, shall make available to the collector funds necessary to make refunds under this
subsection by issuing warrants upon the fund to which.the mistaken or erroneous payment has been
credited, or otherwise|]

6. No taxpayer shdl recelve any interest on any money pad in by [him] such taxpayer
erroneoudy.

7. All protested taxes shdl be invested by the collector in the same manner as assets specified in
section 30.260, RSMo, for investment of state moneys. A taxpayer who isentitled to arefund of protested
taxes shall dso receive the interest earned on the investment thereof. If the collector is ordered to release
and disburse dl or part of the taxes paid under protest to the proper officid, such taxes shall be disbursed
aongwith the proportiona amount of interest earned on theinvestment of thetaxesduethe particular taxing
authority.

8. On or before March first next following the delinquent date of taxes paid under protest, the
county collector shdl notify any taxing authority of the taxes paid under protest which would be received
by such taxing authority if the funds were not the subject of . aprotest. Any taxing authority may apply to
the circuit court of the county or city not within acounty inwhich acollector hasimpounded protested taxes
[under] pursuant to this section and, upon a satisfactory showing that such taxing authority would receive
such impounded tax fundsiif they were not the subject of a protest and that such taxing authority has the
financid ability and legd capacity to repay such impounded tax funds in the event a decison ordering a
refund to the taxpayer is subsequently made, the circuit court shdl order, pendentelite, the disbursa of dl
or any part of suchimpounded tax fundsto such taxing authority. Thecircuit court issuing an order [under]
pursuant to thissubsaction shdl retain jurisdiction of such matter for further proceedings, if any, to compel
redtitution of such tax funds to the taxpayer. In the event that any protested tax funds refunded to a
taxpayer were disbursed to ataxing authority [under] pur suant to thissubsection instead of being hedld and
invested by the collector [under] pursuant to subsection 7 of this section, such taxing authority shal pay
the taxpayer entitled to the refund of such protested taxes the same amount of interest, as determined by



the circuit court having jurisdictionin the matter, such protested taxes would have earned if they had been
held and invested by the collector.

9. No apped filed shall stay any order of refund, but the decison filed by any court of last review
modifying the circuit court'sor state tax commission's determination pertaining to theamount of refund shal
be binding on the parties, and the decison rendered shdl be complied with by the party affected by any
modification within ninety days of the date of such decison. No taxpayer shal receive any interest on any
additiond award of refund, and the collector shdl not receive any interest on any ordered return of refund
inwhole or in part.

140.010. [All red estate upon which the taxes remain unpaid on thefirst day of January, annudly,
are ddinquent, and the county collector shall enforce the lien of the state thereon, as required by this
chapter.] Allreal estatetaxesmust ber eceived by or. postmar ked December thirty-first,annually,
and all that remain unpaid on Januar y.fir st.are delinquent, and the county collector shall enforce
thelien of the state thereon, as required by this chapter. If December thirty-first isa Sunday,
thenall real estatetaxesmust bereceived by or postmarked January second, and all that remain
unpaid on January third aredelinquent, and the county collector shall enfor cethelien of thestate
thereon, asrequired by this chapter. Any falureto properly return the delinquent list, as required by
this chapter, in no way affects the validity of the assessment and levy of taxes, nor of the foreclosure and
sde by which the collection of the taxes is enforced, nor in any manner affects the lien of the state on the
delinquent real estate for the taxes unpaid thereon.

140.730. 1. Tangible persona . property.taxes assessed on and after January 1, 1946 and dl
personal taxes delinquent at that date, shal congtitute adebt, as of the date on which such taxeswerelevied
for which a persond judgment may be recovered againgt the party assessed with such taxes before any
court of this state having jurisdiction.

2. All actions commenced pursuant to this law shal be prosecuted in the name of the state of
Missouri, a the relation and to the use of the collector and against the person or persons named in the tax
bill, and in one petition and in one count thereof may be included the said taxes for dl such years as may
be ddinquent and unpaid, and said taxes shdl be set forth in atax bill or bills of said persond back taxes
duly authenticated by the certificate of the collector and filed with the petition; and said tax hill or tax bills
so certified shdl be prima facie evidence that the amount clamed in said suit is just and correct, and dl
notices and process in suits pursuant to this chapter shall be sued and served in the same manner asin civil
actions, and the generd laws of this state asto practice and proceedings and appea s and writs of error in
avil cases shdl apply, asfar as applicable, to the abave actions; provided, however, that in no case shal
the state, county, city or collector beliablefor any costs nor shdl any betaxed againgt them or any of them.

3. For the purpose of this chapter, persond [tax bills shal become delinquent on the first day of
January following the day when said billsare placed in the hands of the collector] taxes must ber eceived
by or postmar ked December thirty-first, annually, and all that remain unpaid on Januaryfirst are
delinquent. If December thirty-first isa Sunday, then all personal taxes must bereceived by or
postmar ked January second, and all that remain unpaid on January third aredeinquent, and suits
thereon may beindituted on and after the first day of February following, and within three yearsfrom sad
day.

4. Said persond tax shdl be presented and dlowed againgt the estates of deceased or insolvent
debtors, in the same manner and with like effect, as other indebtedness of said debtors. The remedy
hereby provided for the collection of persond tax billsis cumulative, and shdl not in any manner impair



other methods existing or heregfter provided for the collection of the same.
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